VOYAGE TO BENAAES.

CHAPTER II.
VOYAGE  TO BEWARES.
March, 1839.
I LEFT myself in the hands of friends in Calcutta as
to the best mode of proceeding to my destination.
There were at that time three modes of travelling to the
North-Western Provinces. One was being carried in a
palanquin on men's shoulders, arrangements being made
to have fresh bearers every few miles. For a long journey
of more than four hundred miles to Benares this was at
once a very tedious and fatiguing mode of travelling.
To one who knew not a word of the language of the
people in whose hands one was to be for days it was
additionally trying. Yet not a few persons newly arrived,
some of them delicate ladies, did travel in that mode to
far more distant places than Benares, and very seldom
any mishap befell them. In this mode little more could
be taken in the way of luggage than necessary clothing.
Another mode was by the river in a native boait, with
a crew engaged to take the party to their destination.
Not a few travelled in this way, even to Delhi Weeks,
often months, were spent on the voyage; great incon-
veniences were endured, and not infrequently great perils
encountered from the sudden storms to which voyagers
on the Ganges are exposed, from the strong and eddying
currents in some parts of the river, and perhaps most of